DJ Katapila Trotro

AWESOME TAPES FROM AFRICA

DJ Katapila makes Ga traditional music using electronic sounds
instead of live percussion to create his own kind of what he
calls house music.

In the context of Ghana’s pop music landscape, Katapila’s
music is singular. The uptempo, bass-heavy, Roland 808-rooted
sounds echo early 1990’s Detroit techno and Chicago acid
house more than the contemporary hiplife productions blasting
across Ghanaian airwaves currently.

However, the structure of Katapila’s sound directly descends
from Ga musical lineage found around Accra. Neo-traditional
dance music forms gome, kpanlogo and gyama are there.

DJ Katapila didn’t start producing music until he was 39 years
old. Around 1998, began chanting and rapping in Twi and Ga
during instrumental breaks of songs he was DJing. He added
Yamaha DD11 electronic drum pads and sampler and invented
new creations on the fly. Katapila then began experimenting
with program beats using Fruity Loops on his laptop.

His music reflects his love for the international dance pop that
filtered into Accra’ss radio waves in the ‘90s: Inner City’s “Big
Fun”; C&C Music Factory’s “Gonna Make You Sweat”; Crystal
Waters’ “Gypsy Woman”; even Rick Astley hits, among many
others. Katapila mixed international tunes with highlife —J.A.
City Boys and AB Crentsil—as well as hiplife, Ghanaian gospel,
Jamaican dancehall, soca and regional Francophone hits. This
blend helped set the stage for Trotro and the inspired yet
minimalist dance music Katapila now creates.
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01. Sakawa 04:29

02. Trotro 05:00

03. Cocoawra 04:02

04. Nkran Dokunu 04:56

05. Lalokat 04:52

06. Ice-Inc 04:42

07. Zoomlion 06:12

08. Trotro (Instrumental) 05:00
09. Cocoawra (Angel) 05:16

CATALOG #: ATFA019
RELEASE DATE: 2/19/16
Format: LP, CD, Digital, Tape
LP BOX LOT: 25

CD BOX LOT: 40

UNITS PER SET: 2xLP; 1xCD
GENRE: ELECTRONIC/DANCE
KEY MARKETS: NY, DC, LA, San
Francisco, Chicago, Seattle
VINYL NOT RETURNABLE
TERRITORY RESTRICTIONS:

NONE
I

51937

51937

43571

43572

LP: #751937435716 -

6

CD: #751937435723

7 3

Digital:
#656605340463

Selling Points:

*Years-long Ghana-based DJ legend
*Ghanaian traditional music turned
into electronica

*First international release by
underground producer

*Will appeal to dance music fans
*Rare example of house/techno made
in West Africa
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